



The Research Paper: The Sentence Outline

Benefits of writing a sentence outline.

1. Clarity. If you can't write a clear sentence summarizing the paragraph's point, you certainly can't write a clear paragraph. 

2. Flow of argument. It is much easier to quickly judge whether the present order of paragraphs (as sentences in the outline) really makes the argument in the most effective way. You may be able to omit one or more paragraphs and still make your arguments. 

3. Efficiency. Revision of the plan of paper is much easier and quicker if you have only to delete or re-order sentences. Doing this on the completed draft involves much more work. 

i. Since a concept must be explained when it first appears, interchanging paragraphs will require moving definitions. 

ii. Paragraphs should smoothly flow into each other. Reordering paragraphs may require extensive rewriting. 

4. Writing to length. With a sentence outline you can easily judge how long the paper will be and modify it to keep the essential material within the prescribed length. 

5. Time. All the above -- clarity, argument flow, efficiency, length management -- can be done faster using a sentence outline

The outline should have the following form:

1. Each sentence must be a sentence -- that is, it has a subject ("each sentence"), a verb ("must be"), and a complement ("a sentence"). 

2. The sentence should be as specific as possible so that the main points/features of the paragraph are clear. 

3. Each sentence is the "topic sentence*" of the paragraph and usually appears as the first sentence of the paragraph. 

4. If one numbered item contains two sentences, make sure you are not squeezing two paragraphs into one. 

5. The sentences should be organized to construct coherent arguments toward your paper's conclusions. 

6. There must an introductory paragraph that sets the paper in context; in this paragraph the topic sentence can be at the end. 

7. Generally, the next paragraph presents the principal results or conclusions to be presented in the text of the paper. 

8. Direct quotations should be entered in the appropriate paragraphs verbatim in quotation marks with parenthetical documentation. 
9. The final paragraph should deftly summarize the information defended in the body of the paper. 

10. The outline should be single spaced in Times New Roman, 12 pt. font.
source: adapted from http://www.physics.ohio-state.edu/~wilkins/writing/index.html
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Sample Sentence Outline

I. During the first 200 years in America, women were not allowed in schools.

A. Initially, education was only for men.

B. Throughout the nineteenth century, the number of coed schools increased.

C. In 1972, Congress passed Title IX, a law prohibiting sex discrimination in 
    educational institutions.

D. Research shows that single-sex classes are better for girls and, therefore, should 
be encouraged. (underline your thesis statement)
II. One significant advantage of single-sex classes is the elimination of gender bias that often occurs in coed classes.

A. Teachers pay more attention to boys.

1. Girls are not called on as often as boys in coed classes.

2. Many times teachers tolerate disruptive behavior in boys but discourage 
the same behavior in girls.

B. Favoritism is also an issue in coed classes.

1. Teachers “get a thrill from involving a boy who’s going to be disruptive” (Smith 25).
2. Teachers have higher expectations for boys than for girls.

III. Girls benefit from being free from the gender bias of coed classes.

A. They perform better academically.

1. Textbooks “show an inherent and often inadvertent bias against females in textbooks” (Allen et. al. 365).
2. This bias also shows itself in teaching techniques.

B. Techniques that are disadvantageous to girls are more apparent in certain subject areas.

1. Girls show more interest in math when taught in single-sex classes.

2. This is also the case in science courses.

IV. Not only do single-sex classes offer academic advantages, but also personal benefits.

A. Distractions are eliminated when the sexes are separated.

B. All-girl schools offer a nurturing environment in which girls are not afraid to try.

1. The single-sex environment makes girls feel more comfortable in class.

2. In all-girl schools, one is respected for doing well in class, instead of being 
mocked by other students.

C. Girls have lower self-esteem than adolescent boys.

1. Single-sex education compensates for this disparity.

2. All positions of power are held by girls.

V. Therefore, single-sex classes are better for girls and should be encouraged.

source: adapted from http://www.newtrier.k12.il.us/academics/english/research _guide/outline_sentence.php
