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	Yes
	No
	Basic Requirements

	
	
	 1. Paper typed, double-spaced, correct MLA 8th edition format style evident

	
	
	 2. Thesis clearly stated in the introduction and referenced in the conclusion

	
	
	 3. No invalid sources such as Sparknotes or unapproved web sites used

	
	
	 4. Parenthetical documentation evident

	
	
	 5. Minimum 6 valid sources: 1 Primary and 5 Secondary 

	
	
	 6. Works Cited correctly formatted

	
	
	 7. Paper written in 3rd person; content not personal essay but non-biased research

	
	
	 8. Paper meets minimum length standard (3-5 pages, excluding Works Cited)

	
	
	 9. Evidence of consistent and conscientious editing

	
	
	10. Evidence of submission to Turnitin.com


4—clearly knowledgeable, practiced, skilled pattern

3—Evidence of a developing pattern

2—Superficial, random, limited consistencies

1—Unacceptable skill application

Use of Sources

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1



	Researched information appropriately documented
	
	
	
	

	Enough outside information to clearly represent a research process
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates use of paraphrasing and integrating quotations
	
	
	
	

	Information connects to the thesis
	
	
	
	

	Sources on Works Cited/ or References accurately match sources cited 
	
	
	
	


_______/20
Content/Organization

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction engaging and clearly defined, engaging thesis
	
	
	
	

	Content connecting to thesis clarifies, explores, explains, develops
	
	
	
	

	Text organization flows sensibly and smoothly
	
	
	
	

	Mixture of personal voice interwoven with research commentary
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion thoughtful, engaging, and clear
	
	
	
	


_______/20

Mechanics/Usage/Spelling/Format

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Usage/grammar/verb tense/punctuation x2
	
	
	
	

	Correct paragraphing/organization
	
	
	
	

	Written in formal style
	
	
	
	

	Tone establishing epigraph 
	
	
	
	


_______/20

Information Literacy

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Consistent MLA format throughout paper  
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of thorough, mature research 
	
	
	
	

	Documentation demonstrates conscientious application of citing ethics
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of importance of author’s credibility and validity (primary source citations)
	
	
	
	

	Research perspective is non-biased  and supports a valid conclusion
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Total Score_______
